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that we had decided that the only way to re-establish the neutral 
^aaa that wehave agreed upon is to teach the Psthefc Lao and 
the VieU Minh a lesson, and that «e have determiood to do this, 
'fr e wou ld point oot that oar sole purpose is to restore the 
Geneva. Accords and that while, as a precautionary measure, we 
are moving some forces Into Thailand* we plan only a one-shot 
operation to demonstrate that the Geneva Accords mas t he up- 
hekL This operation, which, would take place 
with the nottBcatioii to the Soviets, would be a h e avy 
raid fay United s t ates pianos* concentrated chiefly upo n 
where V&t-aanh&yeaa, are believed to be, but the bombers 
wtaiM also attack bridges and other communication targets 
h adi n g from North Viet—Kam fate Laos, 


There are, of coarse, a good many obvious ^ 

such a course of action, .-among others, it would be difficult 
far the American public to understand toe use of American 

i Laos when we are oowfUing to use them in Cuba, Us 
Pafhet Lao aggressive action was flagrant, our action 
would hurt our standing in world opinion. It mig h t have the 
opposite effect, of that intended, and might bring about overt 
•Soviet or CHZCQM aid to the Pathet Lao, perhaps fay a «fonrift-*» 
bombing raid on Pbouml stroogpoints. Moreover, even if 
succ e s sfu l it might be impossible to reconstitute a neatnUst 
go vernme nt. 


Finally, if the psychological effect were great enough. General 
Phoumi might get out of hand and refuse to be called off tram 
A t tacks which he might undertake to exploit our On the 

other aide of the coin, it is possible that such action, would have 
a s a l uta ry effect not only in Laos and probably in South Viet* 
Nam, but might also be preferable to having American ground 
forces drawn into Laos in a situation In which It would be very 
difficu l t for them to be withdrawn. Moreover, it could very 
easily be & deciding factor in the Siso-Saviet dispute. I <*hn»M 
think it would at least merit examination as a contingency plan. 


Copy to: U - Mr Ball 

M - Mr, Barrfman 
F2 * Mr wngmm 

Mrv Bundy, White Boose 
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